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UNCLAS STATE 228136 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: EWWT, US, UR 

SUBJECT: US/USSR MARITIME TALKS SEPT. 8-18, 1975 

THE FOLLOWING SUMMARY OF THE LATEST ROUND OF US/USSR 
MARITIME TALKS IS PROVIDED FOR YOUR INFORMATION: 

THE GOVERNMENT REPRESENTATIVES DESIGNATED TO IMPLE- 
MENT THE OCTOBER 14, 1972, US/USSR MARITIME AGREEMENT - 
ROBERT J. BLACKWELL, ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF COMMERCE FOR 
MARITIME AFFAIRS, FOR THE UNITED STATES AND IGOR AVERIN, 

HEAD, FOREIGN RELATIONS DEPARTMENT, MINISTRY OF MERCHANT 
MARINE, FOR USSR - MET IN MOSCOW FROM SEPTEMBER 9 TO 
SEPTEMBER 18, 1975. NEGOTIATIONS WERE HELD CONCERNING THE 
ESTABLISHMENT OF A MUTUALLY ACCEPTABLE RATE FOR THE CARRIAGE 
OF BULK AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS FROM THE US TO THE USSR AND 
THE TEXT OF A NEW AGREEMENT. THE RESULTS OF THESE NEGOTIA 
NEGOTIATIONS ARE SUMMARIZED BELOW: 

FREIGHT RATES FOR THE CARRIAGE OF BULK AGRICULTURAL 
COMMODITIES BY US-FLAG LINES 

FOR THE PERIOD SEPTEMBER 22, 1975 - DECEMBER 3 1 . 1976, 

THE MINIMUM FREIGHT RATE WHICH WILL BE PAYABLE TO US FLAG 
VESSEL OPERATORS FOR THE CARRIAGE OF GRAIN FROM US GULF 

PORTS TO SOVIET BLACK SEA PORTS WILL BE DOLLARS 16.00 PER 
LONG TON. THE PAYMENT OF THIS MINIMUM RATE FOR CALENDAR 
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YEAR 1976 IS CONTINGENT UPON THE EXECUTION OF A NEW 
MARITIME AGREEMENT TO BE EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 1976. 

REVISIONS TO THE INDEX SYSTEM FOR DETERMINING FREIGHT 
RATES OFFERED TO US FLAG VESSELS WERE AGREED UPON. A NEW 
BASIS FOR THE INDEX WAS AGREED WHICH USES AUGUST, 1975, 

AS THE BASE PERIOD. DURING THIS PERIOD THE GULF/HOLLAND- 
BELGIUM RATE AVERAGED DOLLARS 4.32 AND THE CORRESPONDING 
GULF/BLACK SEA RATE WAS ESTABLISHED AT DOLLARS 13.00. 

UNDER THE PREVIOUS BASE THE US GULF/BLACK SEA RATE WOULD 
HAVE BEEN DOLLARS 6.52. 

DURING THE INITIAL PERIOD WHEN THE US GULF/BLACK SEA 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


RATE AS DERIVED BY TEPHE NEW INDEX IS LESS THAN THE 
MINIMUM RATE A CUMULATIVE ADJUSTMENT REPRESENTING THE 
DIFFERENTIAL MULTIPLIED BY THE NUMBER OF TONS CARRIED 
WILT. BE MAINTAINED IN FAVOR OF THE USSR. THIS ADJUST- 
MENT WILL BE REDUCED AS THE DERIVED RATE RISES ABOVE THE 
MINIMUM RATE. ONCE THE CREDIT IN FAVOR OF THE USSR HAS 
BEEN OFFSET, NO FURTHER ADJUSTMENST SHALL BE MADE. 

DEMURRAGE FOR US-FLAG VESSELS 

IT WAS AGREED THAT DEMURRAGE, THE PENALTY PAID BY THE 
SOVIET CHARTERERS TO THE SHIPOWNERS FOR DELAYS, WOULD BE 
INCREASED FOR AMERICAN VESSELS CORRESPONDING TO THE 
INCREASE IN FREIGHT RATES RESULTING FROM THE MODIFICATION 
OF THE INDEX BASE SET FORTH ABOVE. 

THE MINIMUM LIMITS ON THE DAILY DEMURRAGE RATE WERE 
CHANGED AS FOLLOWS: 

PRESENT NEW 

FOR VESSELS LOADING LESS THAN DOLLS.3,000 DOLLS.4,242 

15,000 L/T 

FOR VESSELS LOADING BETWEEN 

15,000 AND 30,000 L/T DOLLS.4,000 DOLLS.5,656 

FOR VESSELS LOADING OVER 

15,000 L/T DOLLS. 4,500 DOLLS.6,363 
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NEW AGREEMENT 

A NUMBER OF DISCUSSIONS WERE HELD CONCERNING THE 
PROVPSIONS OF A NEW MARITIME AGREEMENT. BOTH SIDES 
AGREED TO CONTINUE THESE DISCUSSIONS IN WASHINGTON 
LATER THIS YEAR. INGERSOLL 
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